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I am writing to you with a heavy heart, given the recent state of affairs. As a Member of
Rajya Sabha from the state of Madhya Pradesh, and as a senior member of the bar, I must
articulate the unease amongst the members of the bar and public at large on the issue of
appointment ofjudges/Chief Justices.

Two years ago, I initiated a debate in the Parliament on the disharmony of co-existence
between the Collegium and the government. I firmly believe on pure constitutional
principles that either we respect and faithfully implement the NJAC judgment [(2016) 4
SCC l] of the Supreme Court or lawfully seek a review of the judgment and/or initiate
once again the process of reforming the system. Reform is necessary since the Collegium
system at times looks very incestuous. But till reform takes place the judicial verdict
must prevail.
A glaring case of the government's contumacy is in ignoring or not responding to the
Collcgium recommendation dated 10th May, 2019 in respect of Justice A.A. Kureshi of
Bombay High Comt to be appointed as Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh High Court.
The Collegium gave its recommendation in the following words, ''Having regard to all
relevant.factors, the collegium is of the considered view that Mr Justice A.A. Kureshi is
suitable in all respects/hr being appointed as chiefjustice of t_he Madhya Pradesh High
Court. The collegium resolves to recommend accordingly.''
No valid explanation has been forthcoming from the Ministry for withholding the
recommendation of Justice A.A. Kureshi. This compounds the issue of primacy of
Collcgium which is the law declared by the Supreme Cout1: in the NJAC judgment.

the Collegium and the Ministry arc at loggerheads, the only sufferer 1s the justice
delivery system.
My earnest appeal to the government is to either respect the decision of the Collcgium
and to complete the process of appointment or if it has valid reasons, to present those
reasons to the Collegium for its consideration. At any rate, these and such impasses need
to be debated both in Parliament as also amongst the stakeholders, since judicial
independence is an inherent facet of our Republic, which needs to be preserved at any
cost.
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